ne tantrums and 
‘oken guitars seemed 
classic rock-star 
stulance. But they. 
aren't, writes KATHY McCABE 


he future of ‘The Vines appeared in 
Jeopardy ste months ago when a home 
comming git led to frontman Cralg 
Nicholls being eharged with assault 

f malicious damage. 
What none of the band's fans or erities 
fu His increasingly erratic behaviour 
i oles gonith a ebe Annandale Hotel 
Was that Nicholls suffers. (rom 
perger's Syndrome, ‘The international peo 
aiional and. touring ‘campalgn for Le 
W's mucl-antlelpated second album, Win. 
nie Day. came tO wn Immediate halt after 


1d the vente by the Lalnd song 
A report on the songwriler’s medical con 
dion by 1 leading AUUNORILY ‘oh Asperger 
mndronne, Professor ‘Tony. AuLwood, ed to 
fe charges belng unconditionally dlamissed 
‘Balmain Local Court yesterday, 

ieholls’ relict yesterday mirrored that 
perienced by Lose close to him what he 
fe finally din 


The Vines: the and is working ona third album 


dsorder, when is inked to auttamy in August 

‘ll fel twas now time to reveal hy one of 
tne moat sueceastul Australian rock artists on 
the international scene in 20 Years hasnt 
been able to" cope with success. and. its 

oralu’s alder brother Mau sags he 

one thinks about im 
‘wheat told hint we were gol 0 tll 
people about the diagnosis he faidT dont 
Give a te They call me mental Now 0 It 
floesn't mingter what people cal me. 

‘ke for Nicholls, hes Now happy. at home 
ave 10" focus on his beloved tsic and 
Going: demos of mew s0nga With his band 
thembers = Matiiews, drummer” Hara 
ower and. gultanst Ryan Grittiths 
forthe Vines tied album 

Nicholls! unpredictability. haw tert thou 
sande of fons who have been to he Vines 

ahilarated, astonlahed to wae enna 
troll muyerick in fu Hight 
‘and thore were gigs wher Nicholls would 

ZAM ter giOMEna instead ofan 
2 testroy his awn and otter band men 
era iquiprnent, Hurt abuse aid acer Vtaly 
‘ininterested in yerdering. the songs {rom 
thet multentiion sel debut mi 
Hie Rvolved, tn howe momenta sone 
disappointment, Crdles Barntased Nehols a8 
‘tnarrogant and indigent rock star 

tc family und bandmates and the Winter 
man’ and: Goldsteln management. Lean 
‘Andy Cussell Andy ACey and Pete Listy 
thew that getting professional help for the 


troubled sohgweiter wis imperative after Unb 
‘Annandale teident- in front of Tsiple. Mt 
Competition winners, Says Lusty: "rom the 


fay we met Gratg, we reallaed he war unique 
We were always trying to Work ut how to 
eal with it, haw go make Nis situation as 
comfortable ax we could. 

The three managers discovered The Vines 
after heating a demo tape nized on fledgling 
community station. FBI in. 2000 and. imme 
‘alntely contacted Nicholls, Hi alfteulty with 
fouring became Immediately evident. when 
the up-and-coming rosk fourplece secured & 
tuppart slot ona You Am 1 national tout. 

The singer suffered @ “panic attack” the 
night before the tour and told the band and 
managers he couldn't go through with i 

fis parents Wed worked very. hard. with 
‘ralg, trving to help him and tind out what 
his Iesues were and get treatment,” Laisty 


bys. “We did thesame thing when westarted 
(with im ‘and sought professional help (or 
him straight away. We would take turn 


driving. him to payehlatrists and. payeholo- 
fists But Craly was Uncooperative some: 
Himes. No one would pick up on it. They 
‘would say ne had sore back or was afraid of 
fiying of nervous about the tour. We kept 
Epitte there waseomething more tole 


Diumissed: Craig Nichols eaves Balmain Court 
above) and (man picture) ta roubles gona 


‘ome put hid conduct down to his une of 
marijuana. But Andy Cassell nays, with the 

‘tit of hindsight, there was a pattern Lo 
Nicholls behaviour, fn the atudla, he would be 


hh element, reallsing Nis only and oft 
repeated! ambition to "record amazing studio 
Aibums', “The demands of a protessional 
mutate td a the band exploded 


Hest in ib the UB and Ausbralia. 

‘nis was the fire Australian band to make 
thecoverot US Rolling stone in 20 years, But 
the more ‘hw band achieved, the more 
rest Nicholla nd. his bandmaies came 
tinder, Andy Kelly saya: “tn the maida of all 
OF that was when it waa most obvious Craig 
‘Was unique. A lot of people in that situation 
would take advantage ox becoming famous 
Bathe dian’ 

‘When the band finiahed touring for Highly 
Evolved, Nichols settied down again. He waa 
happy and exelied during the recording of 
Winniig: Dagis, surrounded by is beloved 
nature fh upitate New York. Yet when they 
Hit the road again for a major US tour and 
talkfest, he ateadily became more abusive 

He was also socially withdrawn, obiousty 
uncomfortablein the crowded backstage after 
figs-and would retreat to the tour bus to be 
clone with his guitar and four-track recording 
feauipment. Sage Cassell: "When they got to 
fhe UE und Europe, f started getting hard 
‘again, really hard, and by th the 


‘Annandale show happened, we reall 


iuldn'e handie the stress any. MORO 
riggers for his outbursts over ON Bak 
irs wore often bisarre. Kelly” Te 


tholls’ explanation tor trashing AEM 


while rehearsing for Uhelr per formal 
the Jay Teno show in Decemiber 20034 
He old meaftorwards he had been y 
He sal, "You know 1 have to eat Berane 
things like that He was saving, 
happy with this situation’ but he wast 
i fiwas," Ne says 


graves routine and privacy. 
rinks Goea-Cola and eats MeDan 
{inilar fast food, He constantly lagu 
the whereabouts of his skateboara Wh 
in transle while on tour. Bue moat of 
‘obsenslve about his muste, Growing. 
Skateboarding and martial arts, Hl 
Matt says Nichols has excelled at thag 
And sporting endeavours he enjoyed 

Matt says: "The freaky thing i 
always been good at what he's done 
‘was skateboarding, there were pi 
Companies wanting to. sponsor 
{otally focused on muale and making 
alls important. records and gettin 
Sha belterat it. Thats all that mattay 

When you sirip away all the bullg 

few years, some nightmare 
raneee or arituments, there are UW) 
albums. That's what stands up, 


